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. with''the-Crown of Martyrdom. Tf we confiderche Cireumſtan- 
ces of our Apoſtle, when — hid this Do&rine in the Text before 
the Roman Chriſtians, we wall the better underſtand what he 
=o Spirit of Chriſtianity teaches Us. St. Paul was call'd in an ex- 
Manner to be a Preacher of. dhe Truth; but it was 

fark groan as the World at that Time was wholly a Stranger 
co St. Paul perform'd what He was called to faithfully - and 
83 Hie knew ait was his Du N to obey Cod, rather than 
Man.— i. e. — Thar, ſo long as He found any unacquainted with | 
the Goſpel, fo long he was 70 be inſtant in 5 5 and out of Seaſon, to ' 
- reprove,; rebuke, and exhort with all Long-ſuffering and Dofrine. —, 


er, at-the ſame Time; St. Paw! was born a Subject to a Prinee, 
. who was not only a Stranger, bur a prefeſſel Enemy to all that was 


Prince, who had not ſo much as ene Moral Virtue to re - 
enen Him to the World. He was a Prince ſo qualify d, that 
the more St. paul converted to Chriſtianity, the more Enemy 8 
be rais'd to his prodigious Vices. Vet ſo ar were all the Apo- 


fies Converts to be from putting a ſtop. to their Sovereign's Exor- 


Ditances, by Force or Compulſion, ſo far were they to be from any 
_. / baſe Jenlouſtes, or diftoyal-Fears of Him; That, on the contrary, they 
3 r al, to make. Prayers and Sopglicarions,. 
"Interteſfions, ' and giving of Thanks, particularly, for Kings, and 40. 
bat were in Authority; that, not in Oppoſition 3 but an- 
Ai chem, * might live quiet and peaceable Livet, net an 
Huey. They were commanded, —— Every Soul of them to be N 
ls 10 the Hig ghenPower:, i i. e. The Higher Powers then in being: 


Thereaſon was For there is no Power but ef God, the Powers that 


e, are a ee of God ; he, therefore, who refs the Power, reſiſts che Or- 

Auen of God ; and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to t hemſel ves Dammstien. 
-I befieve,-thiat Nero, | whoſe Subjeft St. Paul was, 4 and tha 

e Prince, even in theſe Days, do bear a great deal of Iden 


co true Religion; but the Queſtion is, whether, with all theix III. 
us for: deing 
ite of 
tentions, Pro- 
- of 3 by: bed W bas "ir 8 


Will ran o it any Hurt or not? Nero is juſtiy 


Prince, who open! ecuted Chri 
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That the Deatb'sf a Martyr: had much af the :ſame Effet, wack code * *Y 


Sermon" of an Apoftit ; and ſent great Numbers of Conyertsfro 2 
place of Execution. It was obſerved,” That the Edits of Empee 5 


rors againſſ' the Profeſſors of e made many Porſons very * 

inquiſitive after the Tendrys of that Religion, who, otherwile, ? 

would not have regirded it at all; by which meins, they too f | 
ten became Convert to the Truth. All places were 'full-of tha 
Followers of Chriſt, in a very few 2 tho Il the Stratagemm 

of Wit and Cruelty were made uſe: of ſor their Extirpation, * 
To ſay. more yet, Was not Perſecution an excellenx Means f - ©: 
diſtinguiſh between the Wheat and the Cha; between ſuth 4s had ese 
Form of Godlineſs only, and ſuch as were Illuſtrious far. h -r 
of 'it ? And may we nor ſuſpe&, on that very Reaſon, tliat thas !] 
who were ſo fearful of Perſecation, as to take Unchriftian 'Mithody * © 
to prevent or divert it, do ſo, leaſt a time of Perſecution ſhout» 7 
expoſe them to the ill Opinion of the World; and let them fea = 
how little they can ſuffer for the Sake of that Heavenly Keno, — 2 "of 


7 Fa 


which they talk:ſo loud of, under @ ſerene k? 0 on nth Y 
The Chriſtians of rhe firſt Ages were, doubtlefy, as willing as 
Others to live quiet and peaceable Lives, under their reſpective Print + 
ces; but they beſieged the Throne of Grace only with their Petiti- 
ons for the Blefling : They knew, That the Hearts of Kings were iůn 
the Hands of God, and that He could rurn them at He: later 1 theis 
Buſineſs was, to ſend up their United Prayers to Heaven -.to da; 
their own Duties in their ſeveral Stations, and to truſt Proyidenca; 
with the Event. Thoſe blefſed Saints ftudyed'to provide Things by 
Honeſt in the ſight of al Men, te give no. Occaſion 1 Offence to gbem tt 
were without; And, 'who could Harm them while they did what , t 149 
Good ? — Chriſtians: did not believe, in thoſe Days, that tge 

Deſtruction of their Bodies, could do any Hurt to theit Souls 
but when they ſuffered the Name of Cbriß, they even bleGs, 
fed the Inſtruments which difpatchcd- them out of a World: * 8 1 
_ and Mifery,” to the glorious Inheritance of the Sons of.” 
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When the Reman Emperors purſued the Chriſtians with their ut- 
oft Fury, they could have reveng'd themſelves ſufficiently, as Tertul- 
ian alledges, in the time of Septimius Severus, if they would but have 
Peſerred the Empire; but they judg'd it unlawful to do that; God - © 

ad laid the Voke of Subjection upon them, and they ſuppos d it Was 
heir Duty to bear that Yoke with Patience; and tho they pray d 
ervently xo God, That He would change their Prince's 3 pars 
yet at the fame time. they pray'd too, n 
ery Prinees in all their lawful Undertakings; and they aſſiſtee l! 
hem as readily with their Lives and Fortunes. It is not Safe; we. 
ay, to provoke in armed Multitude; yet neither their Strength 
Number nor- in Arms, could perſuade the Primitive: Chriſtiall ſo 

ach ag tro Defent themſelves againſt the bloody Commands o . © © 
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- © Soldiers? How much did I fear, ſays he, leaſt any of you, (as 
- © from Soldiers in Arms, I might well-expe& it) under Pretence of | 
© Seif-Preſeruation, ſhould have oppos d this happy Maſſacre !'I was 
now, tho' Tam glad it was needlefs, looking out for a Prohi- 
dirion in the Example of Chriſt, who commanded his Apoſtle te 
K per up his Sword again, tho' he had drawn it only to d his Ma- 
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all Chriſtians ; Maximinian Co{orcommendedi{them, among 


be reft, ro offer Sacrifice to Idols; this they refus'd to db, M, 
iin order d every Tenth Man tobe put to Death for a Terror to 
when that would not maſter them, he commanded the 
© reſt of lis Army to cur the whole Legion to Pieces; how like 2 

_ * Chriſtian then did their Commander Mauritius ſpeak. to his fellow 


6 


teaching us by thoſe Words, That the Strength 'of a Chri- 


9 bil '© fan's Aſſurance is of more Value than all the Implements of War; 
That it belongs not to private Force to repel the Violence of their Princes, 
\ © but te peſt the utmoſt Tryals of Faith with a perſevering Piety. So ready 
were Religious Soldiers to loſe their Lives rather than to forſałe 
their Saviour, or to be guilty of. Idolatry ; ſo ready were they to 
EL | * imitate thoſe glorious Heroes, who, when under Per- 
Heb: 11. 35. ſecution, had refuſed to accept of Deliverance, that they 


0 * might obtain a better Reſurrefion. | 

Elijah was 2 Man of a flagrant Zeal for the Honour of the God of 
Fuel, a Man of ſuch Courage as never fear'd the Face or Anger of 
the greateſt Princes : He expreſſes his great Concern for Religion 


in the higheſt Terms. — I have been very jealous, ſays he, for the Lord 


ef Hoſts; for the Children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Cove» 


X 3 1 King 25 19. nant, thrown down thine Altars, and ſlain thy Phophecs with 
ee He , tbe Sword. — Yer, when Elijah was in the very height 


of his Zeal, when he had newly convinc'd both Prince 


re People of their Follies, by a Miracle, and by that Means had 
. - Geftroy'd all the Prieſts of Baal; yet, to ſhew his Submiſſion to 
his Prince, and that che Powerful Influences of God's ** had 


not made him forget the Duty of a Subject, he, at 
1 Kings 18. the Motion of the ſame Spirit, girt up his Loins, and 
ran before Ahab to the Entrance of Jezreel. — Good 
Mien bf old knew very well that True Religion was 


| fafe enough under the Procedtion of its Author; that it needed no Humane 


-\ . 
_ 
« 
- 


rts, no crooked Po/itic Shifts, to Defend it; but he who planted 


it, would certainly Shelter it from all Dangers. If true Religion 


Suffer: at any Time, it's for the Sins of thoſe who profeſs it; who 
- call 


down'God's Anger upon themſelves, not as they are 9 \ 


or Good, but as forgetful, ungodly, and unreaſonable Men, 


5 /_ . -- Care for his own Religion appears in his Preſcriptions 
Deuter. 16. to the People of iſrael; God Commanded, that all 
141486. - the Maler of Iſrael ſhould, appear before Him, in tht place 
wbirb He ſhould chooſe,: Three Times a Tear — A fair Op+ 
portunity this was for their Enemies to invade them, when there 

 . © © were. no Men left at Home to defend their Frontiers, and were 
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were more than Six Thouſand, both Officers and private 
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1 | no Taſtance — ever — were — at — e Ti 2 War 

uk them: e ps Rey" eee Care'to to protet 
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2 of the les and Brethren, © when were threat- 

_ 7 du gk High Priefts. and ben they 'the Jews, in 


as mo! 2by ſhould ſpeak any more in the Name . 


C& 
Ne 


Chriſt, is very —— Ther lifted up their Voices - AQ 4. 27. 
4 with ene Accord, and ſaid, 4 Truth, 2 * 4 a. x 
i- WM Holy Child Jeſus, "whom thou haſt, Anointed, bath Heroec 
to pans Pontius Pilate; with 1 4 Gentiles and People. of Iſrael mee fam 
. thered together, & . But do they Pray, that God.would the- 
ri fore aſſiſt them, to repel Force with Force, or to reduce then 
Cr; to more —— Courſes d Na! but they Pray; thus. ee 
65, Lerd, their | Threatnings, + and grant unto. thy Servants, that 11 W§‚C 
dy all Beldueſi, rhey may ſpenk ty Herd. i. e. — Give Us but Ces 
ke to do our. Duties, as Diſciples and Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt; 
to let thy Spirit but aſſiſt Us powerfully in that Work, and we 21 
er- mall never be terrifyed, Ather at the Violence dolhien of Ki. 


hey as Oppoſe the Goſpel. vo 
How bufy was Intioebus Fpiphanes of. ola, to jawoduc 10 
of among the Jews? What Force, - what Fraud did be net make 
of of to that purpoſe! How formidable an Adverſary did he 
on to a miſerable harraſſed Nation? Yet, when he had tryed all 
ord ow: effect his baſe Deſigns, he found: himſelf ſtrangely. baffled; 
r handful gef lien made 2 Terror to his a Armies. 
> Antient. Roman Emperors attempted as oft to roet at Chriſtianicy, 
and to eftsbliſh Heat heniſm: What Seas of Blood nen * che 

-purpoſe at their Commands? What politic Fetche 

eircumvent the Innocent and Unwary? Let all their 
es of that Nature came to netbingy 3 . — on only by - i 
Arm of Fleſh, while the Goſpel-propagated by ſuch as were far 
from being Worldly Reinen t Protection of Almighty 
Cod, prevailedevery Day more and more; and it pleaſed him, even 
I the Aae. of 3 to ſave ſuch as Believed; or, to come 
N Home; after a long Tyranny over our 
es, Was pied from among — by the graciouſly A 
And of God; and Religion reformed according to Gea's Ward, 
the Patern of Antiquity was ſettled - here : How many Plors and 
tagems, how many angry Confederacits have Men —— 
in, to replant that Poiſonous Weed of Pope eee and to ſu 
Is agin to that inſupportable Voke? What dreadful Appre 
ſions have many had of its Reſtaurstion? Yer, when all. the Fe- 
- litic Defenders - of eur Reformation have been in a profund Sleep, 
have run countre. to all the Rules 1 mon Prudence, Gels 

. 9 pooans * has ſecured our Religion, or reſtored it when 

it wag Ae own Ruins; His All- ſeęing Eye. 
Wee 2 luid to entrap * 2 — 
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_ —— — of our own, migh might eatinzie Us be 
3 rf a Hofer 2197 e 
iin. all; Sto Io not: bee {thay /ch6.8; of Guts ey 


let them be Lords, or Kings, or Emperors, ſhall eſcape Vapuniſh d; 
Tuo God hay charyed Us, vt t0\2venge our Sel vet; Vet lie has aſſured 
5 Us; at the ſame time, that Vengeance is 7 be will vepay t 
| ==— Tho' l He#then m y\Rage,' andthe People may your of; vo 
"Thing $ May; tho"be Kings of the Forth fs of toe; and t hi Rul 
tale + Cennfel rogerher againſt the Rord, and again © his, Anointen 3 Yer, 
He who fron on the — Hall -Leugh, the Lord ſpall have them in 


8 = Derifion l ſpeak to them in bis Wrath," and Ve unde in his 
e 2 
-__  rleavours 
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yet, in . bite of all their. En— AN? 
ro the "Contrary, 1 et hit Ring b Pfl. 2. oY 6. 
n Holy Hill Sion. Goll needs not the Help 217 07 
2 „Herericts, Atheiſts, Rebels or Murderuri, to ſecure that 
Which hie has raiſed - I's his Honour: to defend that Ree 
Litzen which be bar fan o eve; and that Honour He will ant 
„ fo e anther.” re 
wma. If x den be dee 50 ſpretens of his -Jawful Governeuss,'Gn 
account * = own Civil and Temporal Concerns; I muſt needs ſay, 
' what 6 Miter is a very il Judge of whar-rends to the pubs 
\ opt ag and thofe who nuke the — way fubmit to their-0wn 
ite or ſhifter Donvoniencies or 'Deligns ever be eminent 
* will be 
r ſuffering ſo 
ny. The Hemp- 


1 e ind Ay Wie 


un; accar _ to 2 Man 
2 he mouth bays 1 
enefbtl > A Poot „ who could not dw it-himfelf, mede- 
2 Aft unknown-7 begged of bum, tliat he would 
ies che —_ of Ariſtidesys le II for him, and Ari ftides Pe 
y granted his Requeſt f and tho be was Conſcious to him 

the had never delt I1t:.of the Achentons, yet he freely 155 


— 


-Kicrificed himſelf and all his M — niet 
. har Common-Wealth : And ſbell Chriſtians,: — 
1 9 | than ever t, was, fall hon of « Heathen in in 
- oo. Can penerous Honey? eis Raten Woh 27 tg 
n rs of che World frown upon mme, let me 4 
never ſo mach Violence, never ſo many Indiguities at | 
'Y oh ra: 42 154? Hends; let me he afflicted, (parſecnred,” 

BD: 1 gde, le, ted on ay rae t me ar the» ſame Hime be be bur 
enn, — 2  Fraitful Works; and: che o che whole 

5 a 'Brohrick the Univerſe ſbould be imenbdistely 
| Hort. diſſalvedz and I che dreadfot: Ruins 
. ns: Ls 1 Ears, it fouls r 
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when the raliter were ſtop'd by the Read-Sea before, by a 
Mountain and Fort on each Hand, and by the 7 
' Eayptian Army behind, bad them — fland 7 Exod, 14. 13. 

d ſee the Salwation of God. — But to have P. + 
. tience, and they ſhould quickly ſee an End of all their Fears... 
It's really ehe Strength of God's Servants, as the Prophet: ſaid f 
- Egypt; 10 fir fill. — It's their indiſpenſible Dutt of 
to live Godly, -Righteouſly and Soberly, in 4 Wicked Iſai, 30. 7. 
Horla, and then they need not fear any Force f 
Men. Goa will give hit Angels charge over them, and they ſhall keep _ 
tbem in all their Ways, they ſhall bear them in their Hands, leaſt at au, 


. > 
. - 


* . Time they daſh their Fees againſt 8 Stone. But even. FIN have” 2 
6. if taken aw gods our Wants, and that few publick Spirits ave bred | 
hat 2. He who -exerciſes himſelf in Evil, lives always under walent Suſpi- * 
Re. cions of his lawful Gevernors, becauſe of that Power which they Hove on, -wh 
not their Hands to puniſh Him. If all Men were univerſally . 9 
oy and if all wicked Men, and none but ſuch were poſſeſſed pf 


Power and Authority, yet they'd be A mi Jealouſtes. 
and Fears, The Greare/# Monarch among his moſt Truſty Guards 
or in the Head of a well-diſciplined Army, if he. has. but; a ' 
' - » Buikty Soul, trembles every Moment with the Fear 2 Maſe 7 
ination. ——» There 75 0 Peace ſaith, my Goa, to the Wicked; 1 "ol 
are alwsys like the troubled. Sea, caſting up Mire and Dirt: Much 
more then muſt they lye under the * of Fear, who have 
an inſupportable Weight of Sin to load chem, Las neither > 
Strength nor Authority to defend themſelves with. Rulers are wot 
error to ſuch as are Workers of Good, the worſt they cad do to 
them is but to deſtroy their Bodies; bur they are à Terror to the | 
Workers of Iniquiiy; becauſe when their Bodies are deſtroyed here, 
they muſt feel hereafrer what a draadful Thing it is to ſall into be 
Hande of the living Cod. I know not how it comes to pals, it 
may be, but ſo it is, That tho our Corrupt Inclinations are always 
_ urging Us to fin, tho' our Minds and Aﬀettions ſeem to be * 
 whelly ſet upon Sin; yet, when we have committed it, tho“ never 
ſo pri vately, our Vigour and our Spirits quickly Fail, we find a2 
ſtrange Remorſe within aur Selves for our own Actions, and-fre- * 
quently wiſh, that we had forborn the laſt, even at that inftantwhen : | 
we are running headlong upon another, and à greater Crime. Nay,  þ 
the {moſt reſolute and obdurate Sinners have much ado to be rt 
Peace within Themſelves, or to ſtifle their inward Regret: For tbe 
moſt inveterate Habit of Wickedneſs, is not enough to root alk 
Senſe of Good, entirely and abſolutely out of the Minds of Men. 
Nor do I think, that 4theiſm itſelf, ſo long as Men have nx 
- Fondneſs of their own Lives, would be à ſufficient Cure fot this 
Diſtemper. If there were really no ſuch Being, 3s a+ God, yet 
Men muſt combine themſelves into Political Societies, if it wer 
r for teff-Proſerugeien'; but bdiSteal Socieries could never e 
ane; „ ab FFF 
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Without Laws, tho' there were no God to fin againſt; yet, as 

St. John, tells us, That — Sin is the Tr anſgreſſon of the Law. — 
So, in ſach a Caſe, every Treſpaſs againſt every Humane Law, 
muſt needs. be a Sin 2gainſt the Members, and the Intereſt of 
that Society, in which it is committed. But if this be rue, 
then that ſame Neceſſity, which obliged Men to contrive Laws 
| among themſelves, and for their own Security, that ſame Ne- 
ceGeſſity would oblige them to enforce . thoſe Laws by Penalties, 
and to execute theſe Penalties upon Delinquents. Now this 
Onder being obſerved, ſo many as are at any time guilty of. a 
Tranſgteſſion, and ſo have incurred a Penalty, ſo many would have 
2 a continual Terror upon their own. Hearts, upon account of thoſe 

who were neceſſarily entruſted, as ſome mult be, to infli& Penalties 
upon Delinquents; and tho' none may know any Thing of their 
Quilt for the preſent, beſide themſelves, they'd be afraid of every 
8 48; Zang Tat could poſſibly diſcover them; and tho the Perſons | 
GN 
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5 d to execute Juſtice, ſhould pardon the Criminals at. 
pPreſent; yet the Criminals would be jealous ſtill, leaſt the Mi- 
niſters of Juſtice ſhould reſume their Reſolutions of Revenge; 
"and, That themſelves. ſhould be ſurpriſed with an unforeſeen 
© * Deſtriftion: | CCC 
haut ſince Religion, and the Belief of a God have token place in the 
World, the Caſe of Good Men, indeed, is much better; but that 
e of ill Men is much Worſe. Lucretius ſpoke | 
Primus in Orbe like himſelf, 7. e. like an it hel ſt, when he ſaid, Fear 
Diess fecit Timor. was the firſt Creator of Gods — Yet it's probable 

_  Lucret, enough, That, tho' an ath if may be very high 
ZBB and above all Fear of Correction in this World, 
pet his ſecret Boſom . Fears may convince kim, That there is a 
Being bigher than himſelf ; and that ſuch a Being as can puniſh. 
him ſeverely for his Miſdemeanors. But where Men are con- 

| 'vinced before hand of that great Truth, That there is a God, the 
SE © Laſhes of Conſcience are much more terrible. A Man may put 
BS” ſome ſtop to humane Juſtice, by hiding himſelf, or flying from 


. one Place or Country to another. — But, who can fly from the 
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 Alkreaching Hand of Divine Vengeance? Who can hide him- 
ſielf from the All- ſearching Eye of God? 
ne. 15 1 aſcend up to Heaven thou art there, ſays Holy 
—_ 7 David; If go down inte” Hell, behold thou art | 
RE  rherealfo; If I take the Wings ef the Morning, and dwell in the utter- 
_ ot Parts of the Earth, even there ſhall thy Hand lead me, and thy | 
MEE Right He ſhall find me; If 1 ſay, ſurely the Darkneſs ſhall cover me, | 
ern the Night ſhall be Light about me; Tea, the Darkneſs hideth not from 

_ Thee; but the Night ſbineth os the Day, the Darkneſs and Light are both 
eile te 7he.— Nay, may I not add farther, that, from this general 
Notion f God, "thoſe Apprehenſions ſpring, which render the 
. ver Brute Creatures, over whom we Tyrannize ſo much, ſo very 

© dreadful to Us, as if, when we had committed a Sin, tho” it 

LESS Cy tg Js 4K ks | may 
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may be, but in Thought only, we believed, that of Slomon 
literally true — Tha: the Bird of the Air ſhould carry the Voice, 
and that which had Wings ſbould tell the Matter. 
Every one knows the Story of the Fall of our firſt Parent 
but who, without acquieſcing, in what has been ſaid, can give an, 
| _ reafon for their g- lea ves, or for their hiding themſelves? How did Guilt 
. ſtupify their Underfhandiogs, and make them ſilly, even to Ridi- 
culouſneſs? They knew their Creator, and underſtood his Na- 
ture, better than any. of their Poſterity; znd yet they dreamt 
of hiding themſel ves 7 run his Search, among the Trees of the Gavaen ; 
none of their fellow Creatures could ſhame them; and yet tber 
Nakeaneſs muſs be covered. What? durſt they not Look upon 
Themſelves now, who, before had; been the lovelyeſt Objefs 
in the World to one Another? Or, did they only ſhelter Them 
"5h ſelves from the Fury of Wild Beaſts among the Trees? God 
Wh had given them Dominion over all Creatures; and we dont 
find, that any of their Subjects had rebelled againſt them ſo, 
early: No, but alas! They were Conſcious-to themſelves of 
their own Crime, and they knew not now what they might expect; 
They had loſt their Ianocence, and having expoſed their Nakedag(s 
by ſo doing, They might well be aſhamed of Themſelves; They 
had an Accuſer and a Jud'e, in their own Boſoms; and who. can 
wonder at the Reſtiffneſs of .a wounded Spirit? When Can had 
. murdered his righteous Brother, tho' all Men Living then, 
were nearly related to him, and its probable, they might have 
ſhewn ſome Reverence to his Primo-geniture ; yet he was Jean 
lous, leaſt —— Whoſoever ſpould meer Him, - ſhould kill Him . 
The Senſe of all this made the Heather D 
Satyriſt cry out — O ye Gods, how miſerable Diiq; Deæq; omnes 
are the Lives of Guilty Wretches, who arc al- quam malè eſt extra 
ways tiezed with the Expectatiens of thoſe Pu- Legem viventibus ! 
viſhmente, which they know they have Deſerved ! uicquid mernerant . 
Nay, . Guilt, even when it's ſincerely repen- — expectant. 
ted of, is apt to give the Penitent a Jong | eee 
Diſturbance. David was 4 Man after God's own Heart, and as ſuch 
might have lived and enjoyed himſelf ſecurely in his Palace 2e 
28. but the Matter of Urijah had ſhocked the Foundation 
af his Quiet: After that Sin, his Sox Abſalom, no very great _ 
Warriour, made valiant David fly for his Life; Shimei curf:4 him, 
and threw Stones at Him; Sheba the Sons of Bichri. raiſed a new 
Rebellion againſt Him; Adoxtjab, another. of bis darling Fa- 
vourits, ſtep'd into his Throne, while He was yet Alive; bi > 
all the while reflecting on his great Sins, which, tho! God had 
_ remitted, He, the mournful Criminal Himſelf knew not how ro _ 
forgive. Soloman was the Wiſeſt of Men, yet when He had afted _'& 
beneath a Man, in committing Idelatry, to pleaſe his Wives and » 
Concubines, He was driven to mean Shifts, to keep down the | 
ſtirring Spirits of Jeroboam. Jerobomm too, was ſenſible of his Sin, | 
ia leading the Ten Tribes in 3 Rebellion, againſt the Houſe 
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of David, and his guilty Thoughts threw: Him upon that Politic 
| Jdolatry, which brought nothing but Scandal upon Himſelf and 
Ruin upon his Kingdom. He ſtands upon Record, for he Man 
who made Ifrael to %; and in the next Generation, his Name, as 

| "King, was quite done away: His coward Heart told Him, that 

if He permitted true Religion, and the Worſhip inſtituted by - 
God to continue among the revolted Tribes, his preſent Subjects 

would ſoon grow ſenfble of their Fault, and return to their for · 

mer Obedience; fo well that ſubtil Rebel knew, that Fidel::y to 
_ God, and Loyalty to lawful Princes would Live and Die, Stand and 
Fall together. But the Caſe of thoſe Two Brethren in Iniquity, 

tho not in Time, Achitopheland Judas, was remarkable above all ; 

ey were Favourites with Wicked Men, like Themſelves, for 
- their Baſeneſs and Treachery'; but they ſunk under the intolerable 
Perſecutions of their own Conſciences, till they brought deſerved 
Death upon Themſelves. And have We not read or heard of | 
eater rant: and Marderers, who have groan'd under perpetudl }F'. 
8 after the Perpetration of ſome extraordinary. Wicked- 
In the Book of Wiſdom, We have an excellent Deſcription of 
the Plague of Darkneſs, and the Plague of. a wounded Spirit, 
a⁊s they both met together in the Aeyprians, — For while they ſup-" 
2, + 4  Pofed to lie hid in their ſecret Sins, ſays that Ex- 
Wiſdom. 17.3. cellent Author, ey were ſcatrered under s dark 
r Veil of Forgetſulneſt, being horribly afton:jhed aud ter- 
ried with ſtrange Apparitions ; for neither might the Corner which 
bela them, keep them from Fear ; but Noiſes, as of Waters falling down, © 

Munded alout them, and ſad Viſions appeared to them with heavy Coun- 

tenancer; The I! luſiong#of Art Magic were put down, and their vaunting 
' Wiſaom was reprobed with ' Diſgrace ; for they who promiſed to drive 
. away Terrours and Troubles from a' Sick Soul, were Themſelwes Sick of Fa-, 
|. worthy to be laughed at ;, for Wickedneſs, condemned by her own Witneſs, 
. very timerous, and being preſſed with Conſcience, always forecaſteth 
i Evil. Thing. — And the Author concludes, that Chapter, thus — 

The” whole World ſbined with Ligh:, and none were hindred in their La. 
bours; over them only was ſpread an heavy Night,” an Image of that 
.>Darkneſs which. ſhould of:erwaras receive them; Bus yer were they unto . 

* ... Themſelves more griewous than that Darknzjs,.— So true it is, that ne- 
*_ whirg can. ſufficiently expreſs the Horrors of a Guilty Mind; I hat God, 
who. is' the ſupreme Governour of all Things, terrifies fuch as 
delight in Wickedneſs, by unavoidable Conſcience, an Enemy 
.- - which they always carry. about them, and is, of all others, the 
jj / os IN a AN Ta 
But ſome Men, now adays, are grown to ſuch à Height of 

E that they do not ſtand in any Extraordinary Fear of 

- G6d, who ſeems at a vaſt Diſtance from them. If they own his 
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- 4, Being at all, yer, zt beſt; they look on Him as one who is very 
flow in executing Vengance; and, That He permits Sinners to 
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enjoy themſelves in their own Wickedneſs. for a very conſiderable” 
Lime. Therefore, with reference ta Sad, they put the Evil Day far © 

| ſrom them ; But they are beyond Meaſure angry with ſuch at are; in 
Authority here upon Earth; Such as are God's Subſtitutes here below, 
for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, aud for the Praiſe of thoſe who do 


* 


55 Well, They are irteconcilably angry with ſuch . who are Menn, 
p like Themſclves ; and arc, as they think always, ready at Hand to 
* plague them, Who can Puniſh them in heir Bodies, or in their * 
2 E 75 which they/value ac. Tg bag their in name anke. 
F f ſuch Men in Power, tbeſe daringly Impious Wretches are ſo 
, very fearful, that as the Wiſe-Man © © "3 064 pea n | 
The W.cked fly, when no Man purſues, — They are al. Prov. 28. 1. 
ways apprehenſive of Juſtice, and always projoring PE EITIS 
q how to ſecure Themſelves fram the Edge of thoſe Laws, which. 
y they. ſo frequently tranſgreſs, Where wicked Men are not yet 
| ſtrong. enough to defy Authority and Juſtice, à ſudden a 4 
J ſeeret Flight into ſome Foreign Country, is generally! on 4s, + 
5 the Offender's beſt Security ; And, yet even is fury a Flight, 
| the very Notes of harmleſs Birds, he Paying ovxions of che 
7 ſtanding Corn, the Winds whiſtling among hallow Rocks, the 
£ entleſt Motion of the working Sea, and the brizker Sound of a _ 
. ſudden Flurry amongſt the Shrouds of a, Ship failing merrily 
- NH, towards its Port; and a Thouſand ſuch Bugbears as theſe N 
E their Hearts tremble; and every Shadow flying o're- their Heads, 8 
- repreſents an Officer of Juſtice, ready to take them into Cuſtod x. 1 
5 And, certainly, ſuch a Life is worſe than Death itſelf. 5 W 
„ Again, Let but an Inſurre#ion' be raiſed againſt his lawful Prinee 
1 or Governuor; let but a Foreign Enemy invade Him, or a Home- i 
2 born ſeeming Friend betray Him, the Guilty Man claps in imme. 
be diatly with the Enemy, and ſeeks for Shelter from his Princes Ju» 
* ſtice among the Croud of his Oppoſers. Let but a Saditious Few be. 
75 gin a Tumult, and Thouſands of Murders ſhall be ready to follow - 
þ whereever he'll think fit to lead them, Nay, let but Pies Baut 
5 fly from the jealous Rage of Saul, and even heiſhall have Sent 
4. of Belial, a Pack of Factious Male- Contents, of Bankerupt Debtors, and _ | 
at MW all ſorts of Malefaftors, to eſcape the Sword of Juſtice, liſt them» ; 
e ſelves among his Followers. 5ð 
o Let @ Prince or Governor, be vigorous, only in aſſerting his e m 
d, juſt Power, without encroaching at all upon the Liberties of his 
as . $ubje&s ; Let him ſeem a little too ſevere for the Humour ofa a Þ# 
y Looſe 3 Age, and how ready will jaalous Criminals ' - | 
he be to lopp off the Arms of that Power, which they tremble to | 
Fo think of? Thus Nerva, Pertinax, Aurelius Probus, Alexauder Severus, "WM 
of and other excelent Emperors of Rome, found themſelves ſuddenly. 
of oppreſſed, by the Conſpiracy of thoſs Troops, whoſe Diſorders they 
is endeavoured prudently to reform: Thus Oſman, or Ottoman, the 1 
ry Second of that Name, à late Emperor of the Turks, was murdered WW 
to by his Zanizgrics, becauſe they underſtood, he was reſolved. to = | 
Dy reduce that kind of Militia to their Original Diſcipline, 'or te. | 
EuG 
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—_ diffolve their whole Order. And ſuch too, was the Caſe of Charles 


tze Juſt, the Good, whoſe Murder all true Engliſh-Men, and ſincere © 
. Chriftians this Day Mourn for. There are few who- are ac- 
| _ quainted with the Story of that Time, except the Brood; of the 
en Serpents, and tainted with the ſame Venemors Principles, Who can 
a — think thoſe were extremely well affected, or the Sobereſt and the Beſt of 
Saints, who attempted, at firſt, to clip the Wings of Regal Power; 
and to make their Prince a Slave to his own Subjefts ; who would have 
made their Sovereign a meer Statue of Authority, bearing à Sword, 
but not daving not Uſe it, but only, where thoſe, who beſt de- 
- = ſerved to feel it, ſhould appoint Him ; And what did the firſt 
4 in this Helliſh Work gain by all their mighty Pains ? 
Wes ſome of them began to relent; they were preſently told by 
1 their Compahions, That no King, when reſettled in 'his Power, would 
N eve, Pardon ſuch Afﬀronts, as they had already put upon Him. 
The Fear of which, aggravated by the Guile of their own Conſci- 
ences, carried them on to the Ruin of this Antien! and Glorious Monar- 
cih. abe Sabverſion of the Fundamental Laws of thi? Kingdom, and in 
Concluſion, ro the Brutiſh and Execrable Murder of their Pious 
. and Lawful Sovereign. And this brings me to the 
3. And, Laſt Propoſition laid down from the Text, viz. That 
Guilty Perſons will always endeavour to revenge themſelves on 
whoſe Powers, or ſuth Princes and Governours, whoſe Juſtice , 
they, - om good Reaſons, ſtand in Fear of. Tho' there might be 
| other Ways invented perhaps, by which IIl-Men might evade 
* - _ "the Juſtice of Lawful Authory; yet, there's none ſo Sure and 
..+  EffeQual, as to take it quite out of the Way: As the Repeal of 
2 Statute, is the moſt infallible Means in the World, to prevent 
its being Broken. Guilt is too cowardly to reſt in Ordinary 
Politicks: But, as we generally obſerve, that, where Vomen are 
concerned in Robberies, thoſe Robberies are attended with Mur- 
der too, that timerous Sex concluding, that Themſelves and their 
Companions can never be ſafe, ſo long as any are left alive who 
may diſcover them; ſo Men, guilty of great Crimes, while ated 
by the ſame unconquerable Fears, can never imagine Themſelves at 
Eafe, till they have difpatched every Thing, that feemed capable 
of giving them Diſturbance. When Mauritius, the Zaſtern Emperor 
beard of an Inſurrection in his Army, and that it was headed 


| When, Phocas, he asked what ſort of a Man that Phocas was? 
0 


1. 


e "2. i 6200-29 th. Ain oo 8 


r en he was told, Fhat he was 4 no:orious Coward; Is be a 
—_— Coward, ſaid the Emperor, then doubtleſs he is Cruel and Malitious tos? 
And ſo he proved: For firſt he Murdered his Maſter's Wife and 
Children before his Face, and then the Emperor himſelf; for he 
could not hope to reign in Quiet, ſo long as one Competitor 
of ſo great a Family remained alive. e 
Dlfurpers are perpetual Inſtances of this Truth, for tho' Popularity 
and Courteſy be their Intereſt; and, tho" they pretend to be the 
- greateſt Patrons of Publick Liberty, and therefore, often make the 


\ 1 


494 "#4 
2 * 
* * — a, 
— 
— 2 
—_— A — 


an PREP lm v *% ks © ors pn ro a CD a >. ß 


— — — 


—— - — - — 
—— rp 3 N 
” 4 5 FLY 2 = 
* he : — — _—_— — — 
— — 
a ang. — — 
2 — - * * 
* N * 
. 8 0 


* 
$ 
WIS”. 

1 
* 4 
* 


„ We » ee INT WF 16-0 Ee 


bs (Þ Ch OD aw CF 


hen tl 


* n 


nah enen 
ed — 8 


5 8 


9 * ni 2 $I. > A 0 "0 * N | " * 9 * by 
” 4 J * OT To FF - 0 1 
n Nane r 3 . ESO EL Ls: _ 
Sat in R f 
A . 1 ws 
* 
Pi ; F 


++ V 
— 
x 
"I. 
+ 


oft. pleaſing, and the gentleſs Laws; yet their Fears and Je— 


— < 


Roman Story, indeed, tells us of the famous Cornelius Sylla, the 


ſeemed to lie wWholly in the Arbitrarineſs of his Authority; 


Perſon; or becauſe every one knew he was not Cruel bur 


ſhs he as have done, ſo God hath requited me; — 
| $0. David's Murder and Adultery. was revenged Judges 1. 5, 
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Jouſies make their Practices fo incenſiſtent with their Pre 
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and force them to draw ſo much Blood, to cut off ſo. many of I = 


_ thoſe who are able or likely to controul Them, that in ſpite of 
all their Artifice, * quickly forfeit both. their Peace and 
their Reputation. Such, ſay, our Hiſtoriant, was the Caſe of our 
Richard the Third, to whom, we are told, that we owe fame. of our 
. oſt uſeful Statutes, which he paſſed. only to cout the 3 6 
yet endleſs Suſpicions, both of Friends and Enemies, made bim 
laviſh out ſo much of the Nation's nobleſt Blood; beſide, the 
unnatural Murder of his own Nephews and Sovereigns, that he 


juſtly got the Name of Tyrant ana Thor, and as ſuch was hated  —_ 


and curſed, and, at laſt, deſerted by his Fellow-Subje&s, The 
- Diftator, that after he had deluged Rome and all nah, with the 
Blood of proſcribed Citizens and Senators, and when his Safety 


he yet, on a. ſuddain, with an amazing Boldneſs, laid down his 
Rods and Axes, and in Defiance of Publick Hatred, retired himſelf 
to a Private Life: Whether he did it out of meer Contempt of 
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the Multitude, or a'ftrange Contidence-in the Majeſty of his own 5 . 


upon Neceflity ; or that ſome Oracle had flattered him with a 
Promiſe of Safety in his Retirement: Whatever Sas Reaſon 
wos, for what he did, we meet with no Parallel to it in Hiſtory, . 

When I remember the Fear which Cain was in. leaſt every 
one who met Him ſbould kill Him, it makes me think, That that La 
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